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July 3, 1989

89-413

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
SIX MILLION INCREASE FOR EASTERN
CHARLESTON, IL--If Governor Thompson signs the appropriation
approved by the General Assembly, Eastern Illinois University
will receive a 1989-90 budget of $50,563,400.
This would be a 13.4 percent increase of $5,971,300,
·which would, according to President Stan Rives, "provide a
major boost not only to Eastern but to the economy of Charleston
and Coles County as well."
The nearly $6 million increase provides funds for an
average 8 percent increase in faculty-staff salaries and 5
percent for general cost increases, with 11 percent for library
materials.

It also provides $1,253,200 in program improvement

funds to improve undergraduate education, strengthen minority
educational oppu cunity, implement a new Specialist in School
of Psychology degree program, and improve recruitment and
retention of women and minority faculty and staff.
-more-
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ADD 1/1/1/1

The 13.4 percent increase recommended for Eastern and
Illinois State are the highest percentage increases for Illinois
public universities, which average 11.7 percent for 1989-90.
Both Eastern and Illinois State received special consideration
for being the most cost-effective public universities in Illinois.
"The cost study adjustment funds," said Rives, "will allow
us to provide an average 8 percent increase in departmental
non-personal service budgets and to implement an increase
from $3.35 to $3.85 in the minimum wage of students who hold
university jobs."
The budget increases are a direct result of passage of
the half percent two-year increase in the state's income tax
by the General Assembly to benefit local governments and education
and to provide an additional property tax deduction on the
income tax.

In a letter to EIU faculty and staff on the FY90

appropriation approved by the legislature, President Rives
commended Representative Mike Weaver for his support of higher
education in the current session of the General Assembly.
"While I would have preferred a permanent increase,"
said Rives, "the action of the legislature meets most of the
requirements that the three area school superintendents, President
Robert Luther of Lake Land Community College, and I set forth
in a letter to all members of the General Assembly earlier
this year."
-more-
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ADD 2/2/2/2

A May 3 letter to legislators from Superintendents William
Hill of Charleston, Earnest Smith of Mattoon, and Ezra Smithson
of Oakland and Presidents Luther and Rives urged an increase
in the state income tax to provide better support of education,
greater reliance on the income tax and less on the property
tax to support education, and at least half of all new state
revenues going to education to "rectify the 5 percent loss
in the share of the state's budget supporting

edu~ation

over

the past ten years."
Noting that the appropriation recommended by the legislature
must still be approved by the Governor, President Rives indicated
he wi 11 "address the issue of the effects of our si gni fi cant
budget increase on the University's downsizing plan after
the Governor has approved our appropriation bi 11."
-30-

